Lacombe Museum undertakes project to increase capacity for telling Indigenous Stories and providing programming based in Indigenous history and knowledge

(Lacombe, AB) – The Lacombe Museum is excited to announce receipt of funding from the City of Lacombe Recreation and Culture Grant Program that will allow the undertaking of a relationship building and wisdom seeking project. This project will better equip the museum to address the Indigenous history of the area. Our organization recognizes that we live and work on Treaty 6, and Métis Nation 3 territory, while living in a county that holds sites of great significance to First Nations and Métis peoples, but lack the knowledge to present this part of local history. 
To ensure that the Lacombe Museum can move forward in this project in a respectful manner staff will take part in training opportunities that address Indigenous history and the building of good relationships. To this end the Lacombe Museum will partner with Indigenous Tourism Alberta for their 2022 Indigenous Cultural Sensitivity Workshop in Central Alberta.
The primary goal of the project at this stage is to build relationships with elders, knowledge keepers, and historians. The Lacombe Museum recognizes a need to include Indigenous voices in any project concerning Indigenous knowledge and history. The beginnings of this project will involve reaching out to individuals, groups, and communities in order to establish how the museum may work with them on future projects like programming, events, and exhibits. 
After establishing these relationships, the museum will work to provide Indigenous based programming to the community. These programs should include: medicine walks, interpretation of the native plants in the Michener House Museum Heritage Garden, and an exploration kit that covers local indigenous history.
The Lacombe Museum is extremely excited to begin this project. A project like this is not a light undertaking. Museums have a legacy as colonial institutions that have actively shut out Indigenous, and marginalized people, in the past. It is our hope that in building good relationships with Indigenous peoples that both the museum and the community will be able to take steps toward a future built upon respect and reconciliation. 
For more information please contact: 
Melissa Blunden, LDHS Executive Director 
lacombemuseum@gmail.com
403-782-3933
Samantha Lee, Community Engagement and Program Coordinator LDHS
bookings@lacombemuseum.com
403-782-3933
Sandi Stewart, Manager of Community Development City of Lacombe
Phone: (403) 782-1266 
sstewart@lacombe.ca

[bookmark: _Hlk99889112]About the Lacombe Museum
Located in Lacombe, AB, the Lacombe Museum is operated by the Lacombe and District Historical Society and operates three buildings: The Michener House Museum, the former Grace Methodist Church parsonage and birthplace of populist Governor General Daniel Roland Michener; The Blacksmith Shop Museum, the oldest operational blacksmith shop in Alberta; and the iconic Flatiron Building Museum in downtown Lacombe.
More information about the Lacombe Museum can be found at: www.lacombemuseum.com 
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